
WELCOME TO THAMES 
HERITAGE WEEK

I am delighted to extend a warm welcome to all the visitors and locals who are attending Thames 
Heritage Week. I am so proud of our community for putting together this eclectic combination of 
events, giving us the opportunity to delve into the heritage of our community.

Here in Thames we live our lives against a rich backdrop formed by historic buildings, landscapes 
and other physical survivals of our past, but the historic environment is more than just a matter 
of material remains. It is central to how we see ourselves and to our identity as individuals, 
communities and as a nation. It is a physical record of what our town is and how it came to be. 

Festivals such as this one are so important in enabling people to access their local heritage. I encourage 
you to take this unique opportunity to visit, tour and experience the rich heritage of Thames. 

Glenn Leach ~ District Mayor

FROM THE TREASURY
After four years of organising the Thames Heritage Day the Trust fully supports expanding the 
concept to a full week of Heritage activities in Thames. The enthusiastic support of the whole 
community has been most encouraging and it will be a lot of fun. There is something for everyone. 
Our aim at The Treasury is to collect and preserve the rich history of our region and this week is 
a celebration sharing in this heritage.

Morrie Dunwoodie ~ Chair, The Coromandel Heritage Trust

THROUGHOUT THE HERITAGE 
FESTIVAL WEEK

GUIDED WALKS - A variety of walks taking in aspects of the 
history of Thames.  
GRAHAMSTOWN TOUR – Monday 7th
Location/Time:   5.30-7pm. From Carnegie Library and walking through 

the historic precinct of Grahamstown.
TOOKEYS FLAT TOUR – Wednesday 9th
Location/Time:   5.30-7pm. From Thames Goldmine Experience carpark. 

Follow the Gold Trail and hear the riches and rags story of 
Dan Tookey who had one of the fi rst claims in the area. 

SHORTLAND CEMETERY TOUR ~ Thursday 10th
Location/Time:   5.30-7pm. At Shortland Cemetery established circa 

1869. Wander the asphalt paths within the picturesque 
resting place of some of the early pioneers of Thames.

Price:  $10.00 adult.
Tickets/Bookings:   Bookings essential at The Treasury. Numbers limited.
Contact:  Russell Skeet 0274 917 860, rskeet@xtra.co.nz.
SHORTLAND HERITAGE WALK ~ Sun 6th 2.30-4pm, Tues 8th, Thurs 10th
Location/Time:   5.30-7pm. From Shortland Wharf be guided through 

Shortland, the fi rst settlement in Thames and home to a bustling 
fi shing industry and Captain Butt’s famous establishment. 
Discover the site of the fi rst Methodist Church service in 1867 
and walk through the area destroyed by fi re in 1872. 

Price:  $5.00 adult.
Tickets/Bookings:   Bookings at The Treasury. Numbers are limited.
Contact:  Graham Robinson 07 868 8025.

HAURAKI HERALD HISTORIC PHOTO 
EXHIBITION
Have you had your photo in the Haurki Herald or Thames Star over the past 50 
years? It may be there amongst the many impressions that form a photographic 
exhibition from the Hauraki Herald archive. These photos represent our recent 
past and include sporting achievements, summers, celebrations, fl oods, and 
fi res. Plus some volumes of the early newspapers are on display. These have 
been kindly donated to The Treasury, keeping our past alive.
Location:  Goldfi elds Shopping Centre.
Price:  Free.
Tickets/Bookings:  Not necessary.
Contact:  Stu Baguley 07 868 8850.

MAORI ART AND CRAFT EXPO & HANGI 
Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki presents Te Hahanga Taonga o toi, a carving 
exhibition and demonstration. An explanation of the carvings proposed for 
the new waka taua (maori war canoe) will be exhibited and hangi kai will be 
available. Carvings will be sold through a silent auction with all proceeds going 
to the carving of the community waka taua to be launched in 2012. 
Location:  Victoria Park, Thursday 10th to Saturday 12th, 9am-4pm
Tickets/Bookings:  Gold coin entry.
Contact:   Maria Julian 021 902597 (Team Leader), 

Darin Jenkins 027 7683199, Joseph Ihaia 021 
902597, Hugh Kininmonth 021 979 350. 
Email maria@korowai.co.nz.

MANA TAHI TOI MAORI ART WEEK
The 5th Maori Art Week at Victoria Park will demonstrate traditional stone 
carving, taniko weaving, fl ax fl ower making and wood carving. Items created 
will be auctioned on Saturday 12th. 
Location:  Victoria Park, Beach Rd.
Tickets/Bookings:  Essential for participants.
Contact:   Hazel Martin 07 868 2340, 

Mary Shaw 021 264 5144.

HERITAGE ART WORKSHOPS & 
COMPETITION
A week of heritage paint making and heritage art production workshops 
held in the historic Thames School of Mines. Local schools will be able to 
send students to learn the art of paint making and create original art works. 
Night classes for adults and students are available. The workshops are led by 
Wellington artist and fi lmmaker Barry Thomas and the fi nished paintings will 
celebrate our golden heritage. The art work will be exhibited free to the public 
at the end of Heritage Week.
Location:  Thames School of Mines, 101 Cochrane St, Thames.
Price:   School workshops - children $3, accompanying adults 

free; other workshops adults $20, students $10. 
Bookings:   Essential at Thames School of Mines Mineral Museum 

07 868 6227 or thamesschoolofmines@historic.org.nz.

TOUR THE GOLDEN FIVE
Relive Thames’ golden past. Discover your family history at The Treasury, see 
the video and display at the Thames School of Mines, meander around the 
Museum, marvel at the mine machinery at the Bella St Pumphouse and fi nish 
with the Goldmine Experience. 

The Treasury At The Carnegie Library
The Treasury preserves and promotes the history and stories of the people 
in this region. The building has been beautifully restored and is well worth 
the visit.
Location/Time:   The Treasury, 705 Queen St. 11.00am - 3.00pm
Price:  $6 per hour for family research.
Tickets/Bookings:  Not essential.
Contact:   Geraldine Dunwoodie 07 868 6647, 

www.thetreasury.org.nz.

Bella Street Pumphouse
In 1898 the largest pump in the southern hemisphere was housed in the 
Thames Museum of Technology (Bella St Pumphouse). See a working model 
of the pump and view the huge pump quadrants and crankshaft. 
Location/Time:  Bella St, 10am-3pm daily during Heritage Week.
Tickets/Bookings:  Not essential.
Contact:  Malcolm Sowman, 07 868 8696.

The School Of Mines
Open in 1885, the Thames School was once the largest and one of the longest 
surviving of over 30 such schools. The unique 110 year old Mineral Museum 
houses one of Australasia’s most signifi cant mineralogical collections. The 
School will be running gold rush seminars at 7pm each weekday night during 
Heritage Week and guided tours featuring a video on gold and the history of 
the Thames School of Mines. 
Location/Time:   Thames School of Mines Mineral Museum, 

11am - 3pm Wednesday to Sunday.
Price:   Adult $5, accompanying Children Free. Arrangements 

can be made for groups.
Enquires/Bookings:  07 868 6227 or thamesschoolofmines@historic.org.nz.

Thames Museum
A wonderful eclectic collection from Victorian porcelain to hospital 
equipment; from Maori artefacts, to tools used in the kauri logging days, you 
will fi nd it all here.
Price:  Adult $5, child $2, family $10.
Tickets/Bookings:  At the Museum.
Location/Time:   Thames Historical Museum, Pollen St, Thames. 

1-4pm.
Contact:  Frances Burton 07 868 9707, wharetaare@xtra.co.nz.

Goldmine Experience
A guided tour takes you through an operational, 19th century Stamper Battery 
and into one of the richest goldmines of the time. View a video presentation, 
discover mining relics, see steam-powered machines, and become acquainted 
with a Cave Weta colony. 
Location/Time:  Main Road North, 10am-4pm.
Tickets/Bookings:  At the mine.
Contact:  Goldmine Experience, Tel/fax +64 (07) 868 8514.

HIGHLIGHTS
✥  Saturday 5 March ✥

HERITAGE WEEK 
TROLLEY DERBY 
Create your lean and mean “Dream 
Machine” and challenge your mates 
to a race down Richmond Street.

AIN’T 
MISBEHAVIN’ AT 
GRAHAMSTOWN 
BAR AND DINER 
Wind back the clock to the glory days of  40’s and 50’s Cabaret and enjoy 
a night of  smokin’ hot jazz, gastronomic delight and lots of  laughter at the 
historic Junction Hotel in Pollen Street.

✥ Tuesday 8 March ✥

TOTALLY 
THAMES FASHION 
EXTRAVAGANZA
Enjoy a night of  sartorial splendor 
with a parade of  the styles and 
fashions from previous decades at 
the Thames Civic Centre. 

✥ Wednesday 9 March ✥

“MURDER AT THE MUSIC HALL..” 
An evening of  drama and musical mayhem interspersed with some liquid 
libation and a delectable supper at the Tararu Cultural Centre.

✥ Saturday 12 March ✥

VICTORIA PARK 
HERITAGE FAIR
Join in the fun of  a heritage fair and 
test your skills against the champion 
axemen and the blacksmith in 
the forge. Lots of  old fashioned 
children’s games, musical interludes 
and old fashioned food stalls to 
tempt the taste buds.

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR
✥   Decorated shop windows will be judged during the Week and the winner 

announced on Friday 11 March at 1pm outside the Civic Centre, Mary 
Street. 

✥    “Old as the Hills” exhibition opening Sunday 6 March at the Pearl Fisheries 
Gallery, 401 Albert St. The history and heritage of  the Peninsula celebrated 
by Coromandel artists using a variety of  mediums such as personal narrative, 
social comment and depictions of  past activities and events.  Gallery hours: 
Monday to Friday-10am-5pm, Sunday-11am-5pm. 

✥    “Look into the Past” at Thames Library, Mackay St. A wide range of  archive 
material will be on display for public viewing. Contact Nena Courtney 
07 868 6616 for information.

✥   Coastal Quilters’ exhibition of  small quilts called “Looking Back” that 
have been inspired by Thames’ heritage. The quilts will be displayed in the 
Thames Library during Heritage Week. 

✥    “Broken Promises-the History of  Ngarimu Bay” depicted in a quilt crafted 
by Lee Bissett. The quilt will be the subject of  a lecture at The Treasury 
during Heritage Week. For details go to www.thetreasury.org.nz.

✥    Display at The Treasury of  etchings and paintings of  local interest by 
Dunedin artist Pauline Bellamy who grew up in Thames. The works are for 
sale with a commission going to The Treasury.

✥    Scottish Country dancing on The Green at the Band Room, Queen St on 
Thursday at 6.15pm.

✥    Commemoration of  the Junction Hotel as the oldest operating hotel in 
Thames combined with a celebration luncheon on Friday 11. 

✥    St James Union Church annual Gala Day on Saturday 5, 8.30am-11.30am. 
The historic Church will be open for viewing during the Gala.

✥    A traditional Devonshire Tea in the Clubhouse at Thames Croquet Club 
on Heritage Day, Saturday 12, 10am-3pm. Have a go at Golf  Croquet 
between 12.30-2pm. It’s free!

✥    Vintage cars and motorcycles during the Week and the drive through of  
vintage vehicles along Pollen Street on Saturday 12 from 10.30am.

✥    Sausage sizzle and BBQ outside the ANZ on Wednesday 9th. All proceeds 
to The Treasury.

✥    Pinch o’ Salt singing sea shanties, ballads and ditties to give the Week a 
unique heritage fl avour.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE SPONSORS

THAMES
HERITAGE 

WEEK
5TH - 13TH MARCH 2011

“A week long celebration of the 
rich history of Thames”

WWW.THAMESHERITAGE.CO.NZ

Booking Office ~ The Treasury, 705 Queen St.
Open 10am - 5pm

21 February - 12 March 2011
Tel: 07 868 8827



✥  Saturday 5 March ✥

CELEBRATION AND OPENING
Heritage Week 2011 will start in Victoria Park at dawn with a karakia and blessing 
led by Tangata Whenua. Bring a torch and come half  an hour before daybreak.

HERITAGE WEEK TROLLEY DERBY
Kids will remember growing up in Thames and looking forward to the annual 
trolley derby and working with dad to create the dream machine. This week it’s 
back, thanks to John Davy Tyres.  
Location/Time:   Down Richmond St. Scrutineering at 10.00am, racing 

from 11.00am.
Price:  Entry fee of  $5.00, viewing is free.
Tickets/Bookings:   Entry forms, rules and trolley specifi cations from 

The Treasury or on the web at www.totallythames.co.nz.
Contact:   Donna Wells 07 868 1021, 027 4593433 or 

chappowells@gmail.com

MOANA ORGANIC FEST
Borrowing from the past to ensure a sustainable future. Everything for organic 
and healthy living. Food, drinks, entertainment, demonstrations, workshops 
plus stalls with organic produce, building information, clothing, transport, 
fuels, plants, power, water systems and much more .
Location/Time:  Moanataiari School, 101 Kuranui St. From 10am-5pm.
Price:  Koha.
Tickets/Bookings:  Essential for stall holders.
Contact:  Joanne 07  868 6504 during school hours.

GOLD PANNING AT TINKERS GULLY
Seek your fortune on a gold panning trip past the site of  the Brown and 
Campbell stamper battery and Tararu Gardens to Tinkers Gully. Pan for gold in 
the stream and fossick for gold bearing quartz on the track and along the bank 
while you wait for the billy tea to brew and the camp oven scones to cook.
Location/Time:   Start/fi nish at 106 Victoria St, Tararu. From 2-5pm.
Price:  Adults $15.  No children.
Tickets/Bookings:  Essential ~ 12 spaces only.  Book at The Treasury.
Contact:   Russell Skeet 0274 917 860, rskeet@xtra.co.nz

AIN’T MISBEHAVIN’ AT GRAHAMSTOWN 
BAR AND DINER
Return to the glory days of  40’s and 50’s Cabaret with Ain’t Misbehavin’ 
featuring Rik on sax, Leigh on the keys and the sultry vocals of  Jennifer Neal. 
This smoking hot jazz trio will be winding back the clock for a delightful 
evening of  comedy and old time show tunes. You’ll be treated to dinner as you 
sit back and soak up the songs of  yesteryear in one of  Thames’ most iconic 
public houses. Dust off  your glad-rags and join us for a night of  music, laughter 
and gastronomic pleasure as we celebrate Heritage Week in style.
Dress:  Glad-rags.
Location:   Grahamstown Bar and Diner, Junction Hotel, 

700 Pollen St at 7pm.
Price:  $45 
Tickets/Bookings:   Bookings essential - contact Jenny Kay at the Junction 

or book at The Treasury.
Contact:   Jenny Kay Edwards 07 868 6008, info@thejunction.net.nz.

✥  Sunday 6 March ✥

THE GOLDMINE RUN
An off-road Thames Harriers event using the tracks the miners trod to get to 
their claims up the Karaka and back down the Waiotahi Valley. An adventurous 
ninety minute run for the reasonably fi t, secondary school age and above, that 
will demonstrate how rugged the miners were. The challenge is to go for gold 
and beat the times set on the inaugural Goldmine Run in 2010:  Gentlemen - 
01:27:1; Ladies - 01:47:37.
Location/Time:   Start and fi nish at The Treasury, Queen St. Start time 

9am, prizegiving at midday.
Tickets/Bookings:   $10 entry fee. Late registrations at The Treasury at 

8.30am, race starts at 9am.
Contact:   Thames Harriers for entry form, Rodney 027 284 003 

or John 027 252 2948.

“A MOST INTERESTING RELIGIOUS SERVICE…”
Attend an 1860’s church service complete with bellowing preacher, acoustic 
instruments and hymn-books in the oldest Baptist church in the Waikato 
Region. From July 1868 several families began meeting as a Baptist fellowship 
in the cottage of  Sophia and Henry Driver on Hape Street. They were seated 
on planks laid across old blasting powder barrels and lead by William ‘Daddy’ 
Mason, known for his fl owing white beard and his bag full of  bibles and writing 
gear with which he would traverse the mining claims in the hills, writing letters 
home for many of  those who were unable to write. Several of  the present day 
members are descended from the original congregation, including the preacher, 
a great grand-son of  Henry and Sophia.
Location/Time:   Thames Baptist Church, 303 Mary St at 10.30am.
Dress:  Period dress is optional. 
Contact:   Roger Driver-Burgess, rdrive-burgess@thamesbaptist.org.nz 

or www.thamesbaptist.org.nz.

CHILDREN’S DAY
The theme this year is Love & Affection and the day will focus on children and 
families spending time together. Your children will pass on memories of  a fun 
fi lled day packed with free activities such as a bouncy castle, train rides, face 
painting and games enjoyed together. Bring a picnic lunch and get ready to have 
a fantastic day with your kids!
Location:  Victoria Park.
Price:  Free.
Tickets/Bookings:  Not required.
Contact:  Liz Muirhead CAPS Hauraki 07 868 8644.

THE TRIPPING OF THE DAM
Enjoy your picnic lunch in the grounds of  the DOC Visitor Centre and then go 
for a 10 minute walk along the bush track to the model kauri dam. A ranger will 
demonstrate how giant kauris and other native trees were harvested from the 
steep hills, trapped, and then tripped down the spillways to the Firth.  
Location/Time:   DOC Visitor Centre in the Kauaeranga Valley for the 

picnic at midday. The dam will be tripped at 2pm.
Price:  Donation.
Tickets/Bookings:   Turn up on the day with a picnic lunch and suitable 

footwear and clothing. 
Contact:  Antoinette Jehly 07 867 9080. 

THAMES HERITAGE SPEECH 
COMPETITION
In association with Carson’s Bookshop and Power Talk. The competition is to 
write and present a speech on a heritage theme. It could be on our colourful past, 
perhaps with characters from a particular era, or on the legacy from previous 
times, good or bad. The speech is to be no more than 450 words and the 
contest is open to all ages. There will be prizes in various categories including 
the most original, the most humorous and the most thought provoking. 
Location/Time:   Grahamstown Hall, elimination rounds start at 2pm, 

fi nals at 7.30pm.
Price:  Gold coin donation towards Palliative Care.
Entry forms:  Carson’s Bookshop and The Treasury.
Contact:  Rex Simpson 021 2650900.

✥  Monday 7 March ✥

THE WAY WE WERE
Monday 7th to Friday 11th
Lectures at The Treasury from eminent historians and researchers who 
have taken an interest in the contribution Thames has made to New Zealand. 
The list of  topics and speakers will be available on the Treasury website 
www.thetreasury.org.nz.
Location/Time:  The Treasury meeting room, TBA.
Price:  $5.00.
Tickets/Bookings:   The Treasury ~ the venue holds 40, fi rst in gets a seat.
Contact:  Morrie Dunwoodie 07 868 6647, 0274 727 698.

HERITAGE WEEK CAKE BAKE-OFF
Monday 7th, Tuesday 8th, with the fi nal on Wednesday 9th
Who is the best baker in Thames? Six contestants over two nights will bake 
their favourite cake in the Thames High School Home Economics kitchen. 
Only three can go into the grand fi nal where they will be given the same recipe 
to fi nd the best baker. There is limited seating so book early. 
Location/Time:   Thames High School, 

Home Economics Room 4.30-7.00pm.
Price:  $5.00.
Tickets:  Entry forms and tickets at The Treasury.
Contact:   Fiona Harden 07 868 1136 or 

Denise Lyons 07 868 4862.

“KNEES UP” AT MAMA GINS
A real old time Music Hall with sing-a-longs, recitations, comedy and 
Mr Leximus W. Porter as the Master of  Ceremonies.
Location/Time:  Mama Gins, 746 Pollen St, 8pm.
Price:  $12 - includes a free beer or house wine.
Tickets/Bookings:  The Treasury.
Contact:  Mama Gin 07 868 6994, 027 487 1856.

✥  Tuesday 8 March ✥

THAMES CITIZENS’ BAND CONCERT IN 
THE ROTUNDA
The Band will perform an hour long concert of varied pieces from the repertoire.
Location/Time:  In the Band Rotunda, Victoria Park from 6pm.
Price:  Free.
Tickets/Bookings:  Not required.
Contact:  Donald Sangster 07 868 8756.

TOTALLY THAMES FASHION 
EXTRAVAGANZA
A showpiece of  past and present fashion trends.
Location/Time:  Civic Centre, Mary St. 7pm–10pm.
Price:  $30 (includes a light supper). Cash bar available.
Tickets/Bookings:   Bookings essential at the Treasury. No door sales. 

Book a table of  8.
Contact:   Donna 027 459 3433, Wendy 07 868 1071, 

or Pauline 07 868 3255, www.totallythames.co.nz.

✥  Wednesday 9 March ✥

HERITAGE FILM FESTIVAL
The fi lm festival for the 2010 Heritage Week prepared by fi lm enthusiast 
Mark Bridgman, whose father Bert was a pioneer NZ fi lm maker, was a great 
success. Mark, with the assistance of  Dave Ritchie, the Cinema Manager, is 
putting together another selection of  historical documentaries, comedies and 
other fi lms from the Archives for the general entertainment of  young and old.  
Not to be missed.  
Location/Time:   Embassy Cinema, Pollen Street. 11am, 4pm and 8pm.
Price:  Children $5, Adults $10, Seniors $8.
Tickets/Bookings:   At the Cinema. A full program of  fi lms and screening 

times will be on display at the Cinema and on 
www.thamesheritage.co.nz.

Contact:  Mark Bridgman, 07 868 7273.

CELEBRATING THE HARVEST ~ pickles and 
chutneys like mother made
Share the harvest and bounty. Enjoy a session in the kitchen with Marcia as 
she demonstrates how to make pickles and preserves the way our mothers and 
grandmothers did. Bring a jar of  your preserves and the story of  the recipe to 
share and make sure you have paper and pen to take home recipes to try. Flour 
bag bloomers and sacking aprons are not compulsory.  
Location/Time:  St Georges Church Hall, 11am to 1pm.
Price:  Gold coin donation to St Georges Restoration Fund.
Contact:  Marcia Sowman, 07 868 8696.

“MURDER AT THE MUSIC HALL...”
Wednesday 9th, Thursday 10th, Friday 11th and Saturday 12th March
An evening of  drama and musical mayhem. The Thames Musical Theatre will 
present a cloak and dagger ‘whodunnit’ the likes of  which you are not likely 
to see again in these parts. Your entertainment will also comprise some liquid 
libation and a delectable supper.
Location/Time:  Tararu Cultural Centre, from 7.30pm.
Price:  $20.00.
Tickets:  The Treasury.
Contact:  Ewan Mackie 07 868 5938, ewangm@xtra.co.nz.

HERITAGE ONE ACT PLAY COMPETITION
Wednesday 9th, Thursday 10th, Final On Friday 11th
Community groups, schools and theatre groups from the district and beyond 
are invited to present a one act play based on a heritage theme. All plays 
must take place in a single location with minimal setting and must be short 
and sharp – no less than fi ve minutes and not more than 15 minutes long. 
The plays will be performed over two nights with the best from each night 
going through to the fi nal night. Entry forms from The Treasury or Carsons 
Bookshop.
Location/Time:  The Bella St Pumphouse, Bella Street.
Price:  $10 per night or $20 for the season.
Tickets/Bookings:  The Treasury.
Contact:  Rex Simpson 021 265 0900.

✥  Thursday 10 March ✥

GARDEN PARTY AT HISTORIC HOUSE
Enjoy afternoon tea in the indoor/outdoor space at the house built for the 
fi rst Vicar of  Thames in 1872. There will be a chance to explore the building 
and view photographs documenting the life in Thames of  Vicesimus Lush. 
A Pinch o’ Salt will entertain us during the afternoon and the bar will be 
open. If  you have the dress of  the period, please wear it.
Location/Time:  The Thames Club, corner Mackay & Mary Sts. 2-5pm.
Price:  $10.00.
Tickets/Bookings:   Essential. At The Treasury or the Thames Club 

07 868 6249.
Contact:  Joan Flynn, 07 868 2988, bjfl ynn@slingshot.co.nz.

“I REMEMBER WHEN....”
An evening of  story telling, poetry and music with Don Barrier. You are 
encouraged to come along with your own stories about past events and 
recollections - whether it was the trolley derby, riding to school on horseback 
or taking a day to get to the bach in Whitianga over potholed gravel roads, 
come and remember our recent past.
Location/Time:  Brew Café and Bar. 7pm.
Price:  $12.00
Tickets/Bookings:  Essential. At The Treasury and Brew Cafe.
Contact:  Sam Lamb 07 868 5558, 027 333 8899.

✥  Friday 11 March ✥

SOUTH SCHOOL GOLDEN GALA
An olde fashioned gala with good food, white elephant stalls and lots of  
traditional games for the young and the not-so-old. The historical Kaueranga 
Girls’ Foyer situated at the front of  the Thames South School grounds will 
be open to the public for Heritage Week with a model display depicting the 
original school buildings on the site.
Location/Time:  Thames South School grounds, Grey St. 4.30pm-Dusk.
Price:  Free.
Tickets/Bookings:  Not required.
Contact:  Jeannie Apthorp, 07 868 6594.

✥  Saturday 12 March ✥

VICTORIA PARK HERITAGE FAIR
All the fun of  a heritage fair with exhibitions, demonstrations, games, 
competitions and tempting stalls with delightful wares. See champion axe men 
demonstrate their skills. Pit your skill against the cross-cut saw. Be entertained 
by Scottish Country dancers. Come dressed in costume and participate in the 
heritage fashion parade. Win prizes in old fashioned competitions like “tug-
of-war”, “hammer the nail” and “fi nd the gold nugget”. There will be musical 
interludes and food stalls to tempt taste buds, from cakes like Grandmother 
used to make to old fashioned preserves and pickles. 
Location/Time:  Victoria Park, 10am-3pm.
Price:  Admission Free.
Tickets/Bookings:  Essential for stall holders.
Contact:  Sue Gwynne 07 868 7955 or rskeet@xtra.co.nz.

WILLIAM HALL RESERVE NARRATED 
WALK
Walk through the Reserve with Graham Platt and fi nd out about the native and 
exotic trees and bird life. The Aboretum was established by Chemist William 
Hall in 1872 and is a Thames icon of  local, national and international 
signifi cance.
Location:   William Hall Reserve. Meet at 9.30am at Currie 

Street in Parawai.
Price:  Gold coin or donation.
Tickets/Bookings:  Just turn up with suitable clothing and a bite to eat.
Contact:   Marcia Sowman 07 868 8696, 

Ken Clark 07 868 8307.

HOME BREWER COMPETITION 
Illegal stills and sly grogging were all part of  the history of  the mining 
days in Grahamstown. While the stills have gone, a proud brewers’ tradition 
continues. Pit your brew against that of  your neighbour to fi nd the best 
brewer at the Heritage Home Brewing Competition and Brewers’ Dinner at 
the Thames Workingmen’s Club which, in recognition of  the large number of  
Cornish miners on the gold fi elds, was formerly the iconic Cornwall Arms 
in the mining days. 
Location/Time:  Thames Workingmen’s Club, 
 Entries close 1pm, Dinner 6pm
Price:   Entries $5.00, Dinner $20.00
Tickets/Bookings:  Entry forms and tickets at the Club and The Treasury
Contact:  Pam Kenny 07 868 6416, 
 www.thamesworkingmensclub.co.nz

✥  Sunday 13 March ✥

COMMUNITY PICNIC AND CLOSING 
FESTIVITIES
Join us at 11am at Victoria Park for a shared picnic supported by TLC and 
Transition Town Thames. Bring a plate of  food and enjoy children’s games 
and family entertainment with Mark Taiperi. A ceremony to celebrate and 
close Heritage Week 2011 will be conducted by Tangata Whenua.

THAMES HERITAGE WEEK 2011  


